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Agenda

 Define a TAG
 Cover Key Definitions and Concepts
 Define the Functions of the TAG Approved

Bulletin Board
 Demonstration of how the BB works
 Other Scenarios – live from the BB
 Policy and Credit Transfer Electronic

Newsletter Website References
 What’s on your minds?
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What is a TAG?

 Transfer Assurance Guides (TAGs) are
advisory tools that outline the following
information for specific academic majors in Ohio
public institutions of higher education:
 Transfer Module courses that will transfer as

meeting General Education requirements.
 Foreign Language Requirements (if applicable)
 Advising notes
 Pre-major and beginning major courses in a specific

academic discipline that have been designated by
institutions as TAG courses.

 TAG courses are associated with Ohio Articulation
Numbers and, when approved by faculty panels, are
guaranteed to transfer and apply directly to a
major.
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Five Steps to Course Equivalency

 Defining
 Joint faculty panels define learning outcomes

 Agreeing
 Educational partners reach a consensual

agreement on the learning outcomes through a
statewide feedback process

 Matching
 Institutions match courses to learning outcomes

 Submitting
 Institutions submit specific course materials based

on learning outcomes
 Reviewing

 Course materials are validated against learning
outcomes
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What is a match?
   A match is a set of one or more courses in

a subject area that are presented by a
college or university as meeting a specific
set of learning outcomes represented by a
corresponding Ohio Articulation Number
(OAN).
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What does it take for a match to be
approved?

 For a course or series of courses to match
an OAN, the courses must meet 70% of the
learning outcomes identified by the Faculty
Panels, including every outcome that has
been designated as essential.

 Some OANs require meeting 100% of the
learning outcomes.

 The courses in the match must also meet
all hour requirements, prerequisite
requirements, laboratory hours (if
applicable) and the textbooks must be
approved.
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What is an equivalency?

   A match exists between one
institution’s courses and an OAN.
If the two institutions have
approved TAG courses that meet
the same set of learning outcomes
identified by the OAN Code, and the
TAG course approvals are both
effective in the same time period,
then the courses are equivalent.



6/15/2007 OHAAA - AT Bulletin Board Workshop 9

What is an equivalency? (cont’d)

Course 1 OAN001 Course A

Match
Match

OAN001OAN001
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What is an equivalency? (cont’d)

Course 1 OAN001 Course A

Approved Match
Approved Match

OAN001

Equivalency

OAN001
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Course 1

OAN002

OAN003

OAN001 Course A

OAN004

Course 2
Course B

Course C

Course 3

Course 4

Course D

Course E

Course F

Examples of Equivalencies
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What if there isn’t an equivalency?

 There are times when a school will either
not have a course that will fulfill a specific
OAN, or their course has not yet been
approved.

 If this occurs, any student who has
completed an approved course matched
to the OAN is GUARANTEED to receive
credit in a major for the completed
coursework. How that credit applies to
the major is up to the  receiving
institution.
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What is in the TAG Approved Courses
Bulletin Board?

 There are 38 majors represented
with a total of 159 different OANs.

 A schedule for updates is in the
works, and soon the bulletin board
will be updated weekly with newly
approved courses.
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What does the TAG Approved Courses
Bulletin Board do?

• TAG Approved Courses Bulletin Board
shows institutions their approved courses.

• The TAG Approved Courses Bulletin Board
searches for MATCHES that have been
approved by the faculty panels.

• The TAG Approved Courses Bulletin Board
shows how courses from one school will
transfer to another.
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What does the TAG Approved Courses
Bulletin Board NOT do?

• The TAG Approved Courses Bulletin
Board does not show the status of
courses which are pending approval
or that have been disapproved.

• The TAG Approved Courses Bulletin
Board does not show bilateral
agreements.
• Shown in CAS.

• The TAG Approved course Bulletin
Board is not a suitable replacement
for seeing an academic advisor.
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How does the Approved Courses
Bulletin Board work?
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What courses can I take at my
institution?
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How will these courses transfer?
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But wait! There’s more.
 Besides just displaying the results

on the webpage, the Bulletin Board
has other uses…
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Course Change History
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Understanding The Results
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Expanded Data Viewing Options
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Save as Excel
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Printable Version
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Bulletin Board Scenarios
 Tell which of my institution’s courses are approved TAG

courses.
 What do I need to take at Sinclair to get credit under the

state guarantee for 15PSYC101 at Cincinnati?
 I want to know what the Akron to Cincinnati Biology

Equivalencies are? What’s with that “*”?
 I’m a Chemistry advisor at Kent State. What can I expect to

see coming in to me under the state guarantee?
 I’m a student at Lorain and want to know how my Biology

classes will transfer to Kent State.
 I’m a student at Ohio State and want to know what I can

take at Columbus State over the summer in History that will
transfer.

 I’m a student at Cincinnati State and want to know what I
should take in Chemistry that has the best chances of
transfer under the state guarantee.

 I’m a student at Lakeland and want to know if and how my
ENGL2280 will transfer (OAH032 Equivalencies) (2 Steps)

 I want to know everything that’s been approved.
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How can I get more information?
You can read the Articulation and Transfer

policy at:
http://regents.ohio.gov/transfer/policy/index.php



6/15/2007 OHAAA - AT Bulletin Board Workshop 33

How can I get more information?
(cont’d)
Also recently announced is Pathways, the Credit Transfer
newsletter. Go to
http://regents.ohio.gov/transfer/pathways/ to read it for
yourself.



6/15/2007 OHAAA - AT Bulletin Board Workshop 34

What are your concerns?
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Questions?

 Paula Compton, Director of Articulation and
Transfer, pcompton@regents.state.oh.us, (614)
466-3334

 Jim Ginzer, Project Manager – Articulation and
Transfer Clearinghouse,
jginzer@regents.state.oh.us, (614) 752-9486

 Barry Gowin, Assistant Director of Articulation
and Transfer, bgowin@regents.state.oh.us,
(614) 728-4706

 Sam Stoddard, Articulation and Transfer
Consultant, sstoddard@regents.state.oh.us,
(614) 752-9532.


