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Agenda

Why is Articulation and Transfer significant 
to the state?
Review the components of what the 
Articulation and Transfer initiatives are
Seeing the big picture – the Vision for Ohio
What tools are available

Bulletin Board, Articulation and Transfer 
Clearinghouse, Student Portal

Your important role
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Why is Articulation and Transfer 
important to Ohio?

Ohio is an undereducated state

Ohio’s low per capita income

Consider this…
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Link between education & income
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Improvement … not yet enough
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The more you learn,
the more you earn - updated
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Percent of 24-34 Year Olds with 
Bachelor’s Degree or Higher
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How are we addressing this issue from an 
Articulation and Transfer perspective?

Ohio has had a statewide Articulation 
and Transfer Policy since 1990

Assured transfer students the same 
consideration and treatment as native 
students
Created the concept of a Transfer 
Module, a subset of general education 
courses guaranteed to transfer as a 
whole
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This was not sufficient to increase the 
flow of students pursing 
baccalaureate degrees

However…However…
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Ohio has adopted a unique approach to allow students to 
successfully transfer from one institution to another
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Legislative Incentives:
The Ohio General Assembly “urged” the 
OBR and the state’s public colleges and 
universities to work together to enhance 
transfer statewide (HB 95).

Developed the Transfer Assurance Guide (TAG) 
approach
And a host of other initiatives…

The Ohio General Assembly addressed 
technical transfer in House Bill 66.
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Building a Transfer Assurance Guide
(TAG)

What?
How?
Who?
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TAG Development

What?
Specific courses guaranteed to transfer 
and apply to degrees
General education and beginning courses 
within the major
Advising tool for 38 majors
Largest collaborative higher education 
curriculum project in the history of the 
state
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TAGs Educational Pathways

Goal: Better educated Ohio work force
More college-educated citizens

Pathways – 38 Transfer Assurance Guides 
have been developed
“Herculean” work: 36 Ohio public colleges 
and universities (including hundreds of 
faculty members)
Process: Five steps (Defining, Agreeing, 
Matching, Submitting, and Reviewing)



• 3 hrs. English

• 3 hrs. Math

• 6 hrs. Natural / Physical Sciences

• 6 hrs. Arts & Humanities

• 6 hrs. Social Sciences

Required Courses – 24 semester hours

Elective Courses – 16 semester hours

• Courses in transfer module that are for major pathway

Pre-major & Major Courses –
Additional hours

OHIO TRANSFER MODULE

ASSOCIATE DEGREE

TRANSFER TO BACCALAUREATE DEGREE AND 
MAJOR

(36-40 semester hours / 54-60 quarter hours)

Semester Hour Example
T
A

G
O

T
M
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TAG Development
How?

Commonalities across system in the 
disciplines
Building on the general education portion 
of the Transfer Module
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TAG Development
Who?

Faculty Panels

38 panels and 514 faculty
Campus review and acceptance
An iterative process



TAG Discipline Areas
1. Arts & Humanities 

Art History 
Dance 
English Literature 
Fine Arts 
Music 
Philosophy 
Theatre

2. Social and Behavioral Sciences
Anthropology
Economics
Geography
History
Political Science
Psychology
Sociology

3. Education
Professional Education Module
Professional Education Module with Advising Recommendations for Middle School Math
Professional Education Module with Advising Recommendations for Middle School Science
Professional Education Module with Advising Recommendations for AYA Math
Professional Education Module with Advising Recommendations for AYA Science
Professional Education Module with Advising Recommendations for Intervention Specialist

5. Science and Mathematics
Biology
Chemistry
Geology
Mathematics
Physics

6. Health
Dietetics
Health Information Management
Medical Laboratory
Nursing

7. Business
Business

8. Communications
Communication Studies
Journalism
Public Relations & Advertising
Telecommunication

4. Engineering & Engineering Technology
Aerospace, Agriculture, Civil, Mechanical 

Engineering
Bioengineering, Biomedical Engineering
Chemical, Environmental Engineering
Computer, Electrical Engineering
Industrial Engineering

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
Bachelor of Science in Technology

Electrical Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Construction Engineering
Industrial 

Bachelor of Individualized Studies
Baccalaureate in Organizational Leadership



Sample TAG Documentation
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This was all accomplished in just 
over 20 months!



4/18/2007 COTC and OSUN Articulation and 
Transfer

21

What It All Means
Ohio’s largest curriculum reform in higher education

For TAGs alone a Course Equivalency System is being 
built with presently 3,500 approved TAG courses
Guarantee of the transferability and application of the 
TAG courses in student’s major area of study

A true collaborative effort of staff and faculty from all 
institutions

Learning Outcome Faculty Writing Panels
TAG Faculty Review Panels
Course Material Submitters
Systems Implementers
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Career-Technical Credit Transfer 
(CT2)

Builds on and extends Articulation and 
Transfer initiatives by:

Recognizing equivalent technical courses within 
the public educational system – high school, 
adult and higher education.
Describing knowledge/skills based on recognized 
industry standards necessary for guaranteed 
credit upon college enrollment.
2006-2007 Technical Areas: Nursing*, 
Electrical/Mechanical Engineering Technology*, 
IT/Networking, Medical Assisting, Automotive 
Technology*
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How does this all fit together?

Institution
Academic Policies
Schools/Departments
General Education 
Requirements
Programs/Majors
Course Catalogs
Transcripts

Board of Regents
Legislative Policies
Discipline Areas
Ohio Transfer Module
Transfer Articulation Guides
Learning Outcomes (OANs)
Supplements
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Next Phases…

The Journey Continues
Stackable Certificates (House Bill 699)
Standardized Advanced Placement Treatment 
(Senate Bill 311 – Core Curriculum)

Integrated software support of Ohio’s 
transfer policies addressing

Student curriculum planning
Student transfer



Ohio’s Articulation and Transfer Vision
Traditional Students

Employment

Associate 
Degrees

Baccalaureate 
Degrees

College 
Readiness 

Expectations
(Math

&
English)

Standardized
Placement 

Policy

P-16
Traditional High 
School Students

• Ohio Core
• Dual Enrollment

• Advanced Placement
• Early Math Placement 

Test
• Career Pathways

Transfer Guarantee
General Education (Ohio Transfer Module)

38 Transfer Assurance Guides (TAGs), Bulletin Board

Tracking Student Progress

http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tags/completed.php
http://pilot.regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tagcourses/index.php


Ohio’s Articulation and Transfer Vision
Returning Workforce

Employment

Career-Technical 
Transfer

Stackable 
Certificates 

Transfer

Associate 
Degrees

Baccalaureate 
Degrees

College 
Readiness 

Expectations
(Math

&
English)

Standardized
Placement 

Policy
Returning
Workforce

P-16
Traditional High 
School Students

• Ohio Core
• Dual Enrollment

• Advanced Placement
• Early Math Placement 

Test
• Career Pathways

Tracking Student Progress

http://regents.ohio.gov/careertechtransfer/index.html
http://regents.ohio.gov/careertechtransfer/index.html
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt


Electronic Integration through
Articulation and Transfer Clearinghouse

Ohio’s Articulation and Transfer Vision

Employment

Career-Technical 
Transfer

Stackable 
Certificates 

Transfer

Associate 
Degrees

Baccalaureate
Degrees

College 
Readiness 

Expectations
(Math

&
English)

Standardized
Placement 

Policy
Returning
Workforce

P-16
Traditional High 
School Students

• Ohio Core
• Dual Enrollment

• Advanced Placement
• Early Math Placement 

Test
• Career Pathways

Tracking Student Progress

http://regents.ohio.gov/careertechtransfer/index.html
http://regents.ohio.gov/careertechtransfer/index.html
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt


Electronic Integration through
Articulation and Transfer Clearinghouse

Ohio’s Articulation and Transfer Vision

Employment

Career-Technical 
Transfer

Stackable 
Certificates 

Transfer

Ohio Student Portal
www.OhioCap.org

Academic Information P-16
College Application

Financial Aid
Employment/Career Information

Associate 
Degrees

Baccalaureate 
Degrees

College 
Readiness 

Expectations
(Math

&
English)

Standardized
Placement 

Policy
Returning
Workforce

P-16
Traditional High 
School Students

• Ohio Core
• Dual Enrollment

• Advanced Placement
• Early Math Placement 

Test
• Career Pathways

Transfer Guarantee
General Education (Ohio Transfer Module)

38 Transfer Assurance Guides (TAGs), Bulletin Board

Tracking Student Progress

http://regents.ohio.gov/careertechtransfer/index.html
http://regents.ohio.gov/careertechtransfer/index.html
http://www.ohiocap.org/
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tags/completed.php
http://pilot.regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tagcourses/index.php


Electronic Integration
Source

Institution
Target

Institution
Articulation and Transfer 

Clearinghouse

• Supplements incoming 
information and forwards it

Database

• Populated with approved, 
equivalent courses or 

content data
• When course content 

matches learning 
outcomes, course is 
deemed “equivalent”

TAG Electronic 
Bulletin Board

• User resource
• Posts equivalent, TAG-

approved content

Course Management and Tracking System

Transcript
and 

Supplement

Transcript
and 

Supplement

Transcript

Belongs to the 
sending 

institution and 
cannot be 

altered

Transcript

Belongs to the 
sending 

institution and 
cannot be 

altered

http://pilot.regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tagcourses/index.php
http://pilot.regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tagcourses/index.php


Articulation and Transfer
Software Support Architecture

New Agency Software Platform
Service Oriented Architecture Software Tools and Environment

Articulation and Transfer Clearinghouse
Shared Data and Services

TAGs HB66 Stackables
Advanced 
Placement

Bilateral
Agreements

Transcripts

Supplements Bulletin Board

Course Management

Reports

Transcripts

Supplements Bulletin Board

Course Management

Reports

…

Future Regents 
Initiatives

Competencies
Other??

Back
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Regents Articulation and Transfer Website

Revisions to the A&T website in progress
Approved Course Listing to become more 
than a Static Bulletin Board.
For now: 
http://regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tags/appro
ved_courses.php
Pilot: 
http://pilot.regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tagco
urses/index.php

http://regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tags/approved_courses.php
http://regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tags/approved_courses.php
http://pilot.regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tagcourses/index.php
http://pilot.regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tagcourses/index.php
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What is the Articulation and 
Transfer Clearinghouse (ATC)?

The ATC establishes a statewide transfer 
support mechanism to

Securely move electronic transcripts between 
the state-supported institutions using nationally 
accepted standards
Consistently apply the state-wide Articulation 
and Transfer course equivalencies established 
through TAGs, OANs, and review processes
Flexibly respond to changes in policies, 
curriculum, and technology



Today’s process
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Student’s home institution

Transcript 
requests & 

status
Original 
Electronic
Transcript 
and Course 
Equivalency
Supplement

Student’s target institutionThoughtful 
Student

Electronic
Transcript

Target Credit Transfer Process

Status, advising

Central Clearinghouse

Processes Original 
Transcript and Creates 
Equivalency Supplement
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The Future – ATC Evolution

What will the ATC facilitate?
Rapid Electronic Transcript 
Exchange
TAG Course Articulation
Electronic high school transcript 
delivery in the future
Advising Tools
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Coming Attractions

Bulletin Board live mid-May
ATC live in April for limited 
rollout to pilot institutions
Student Portal undergoing test
Extensions to career/technical 
agreements
Development of stackable 
certificates
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Credit Transfer –
Next Exciting Steps

Implementation of communication plan with 
educational partners
Implementation of marketing plan with 
students and parents
More TAGS and more Course Equivalencies 
and Extension to CT2

Production deployment of ATC electronic 
transcript interchange
Development of Course 
Management/Tracking System
Credit Transfer web site enhancements
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What is your role?
Help all stakeholders understand the impact 
to Ohio’s economy and personal lifestyles 
that come with improved educational 
attainment
Continue to develop curriculum in 
alignment with OTM and TAGs
Help educate and explain Ohio’s 
educational pathways to prospective 
transfer students
Collaboratively work to eliminate barriers to 
successful degree attainment
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Recap

We’ve looked at
Historical Perspectives
Articulation and Transfer Initiatives
Tools
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The Vision Realized

Through state-wide collaborative efforts of 
a broad spectrum of educational partners, 
student-centered learning pathways are 
being developed. Thus, 

Ohio Becomes Smarter and Stronger to 
Compete in Today’s Knowledge 

Economy



Electronic Integration through
Articulation and Transfer Clearinghouse

Ohio’s Articulation and Transfer Vision

Employment

Career-Technical 
Transfer

Stackable 
Certificates 

Transfer

Ohio Student Portal
www.OhioCap.org

Academic Information P-16
College Application

Financial Aid
Employment/Career Information

Associate 
Degrees

Baccalaureate 
Degrees

College 
Readiness 

Expectations
(Math

&
English)

Standardized
Placement 

Policy
Returning
Workforce

P-16
Traditional High 
School Students

• Ohio Core
• Dual Enrollment

• Advanced Placement
• Early Math Placement 

Test
• Career Pathways

Transfer Guarantee
General Education (Ohio Transfer Module)

38 Transfer Assurance Guides (TAGs), Bulletin Board

Tracking Student Progress

http://regents.ohio.gov/careertechtransfer/index.html
http://regents.ohio.gov/careertechtransfer/index.html
http://www.ohiocap.org/
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://www.empt.org/empt
http://regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tags/completed.php
http://pilot.regents.ohio.gov/transfer/tagcourses/index.php
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Questions?
Presentation will be posted on Regents web site in 
Articulation and Transfer Campus News
Dr. Paula Compton

pcompton@regents.state.oh.us
(614) 466-9994

Jim Ginzer
jginzer@regents.state.oh.us
(614) 752-9486

Dr. Barry Gowin
bgowin@regents.state.oh.us
(614) 728-4706 

Thank-you!

mailto:pcompton@regents.state.oh.us
mailto:jginzer@regents.state.oh.us
mailto:bgowin@regents.state.oh.us
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Backup Slides
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Student Portal
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Bulletin Board











Placement Summit
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