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REQUEST AND RECOMMENDATION

BALDWIN-WALLACE COLLEGE
Pilot Three-Year Reduced Credit Bachelor of Arts in Communication Disorders

Request:
Baldwin-Wallace College requests authorization to offer a pilot three-year reduced credit Bachelor of Arts in
Communication Disorders.

Background:

Baldwin-Wallace College, located in Berea, Ohio, is a coeducational independent institution. Originally
established in 1845, the college currently offers bachelor’s and master’s degrees to over 3600 undergraduate
and 700 graduate students. The college was originally authorized by the Chancellor in 1969 and is regionally
accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (HLC).
The college will seek approval for the pilot, reduced-credit Bachelor of Arts in Communication Disorders from
HLC once state authorization has been granted.

Rationale for a Pilot Reduced Credit Bachelor of Arts Degree:

The pilot three-year reduced credit Bachelor of Arts in Communication Disorders degree program was
prompted by the national conversation surrounding the need for more efficient and economical pathways to
college degrees. Although the vast majority of students seeking bachelor’s degrees benefit from the traditional
four-year academic program, in which fields can be explored, changes made in majors, and time taken to
address issues such as remediation, there are likely high caliber students with sufficient preparation and focus
who could achieve comparable outcomes from a reduced-credit degree. The proposed pilot program will allow
for an evaluation of the outcomes of a reduced-credit degree in a small, highly-regarded preprofessional
program.

Curriculum and Enrollment:

The proposed reduced credit bachelor’s degree prepares students for entrance into graduate programs in
speech-language pathology, audiology, speech and/or hearing science, or a career in an allied field. The 100
semester hour program provides students with classroom knowledge and clinical experience in working with
individuals who have a variety of communication disorders. Just like students in the approved traditional four
year program in communication disorders, students in the proposed pilot program will complete all of the
Baldwin-Wallace core/general educational requirements (43-45 semester credit hours), all the communication
disorders major courses, including a capstone project (40 semester hours) and courses for a minor of the area
of their choosing. The reduction in the number of credit hours from 124 semester hours (in the traditional
program) to 100 semester hours (in the pilot program) is accomplished by removing elective courses. The
students in the pilot program must complete all of their coursework at Baldwin-Wallace College and may not
substitute course credits from other colleges or universities.

Baldwin-Wallace expects to admit approximately 5 students per year to the pilot program.
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Resource/Faculty Needs:
No additional resources will be needed to begin the program; the college’s existing faculty and facilities will be
used.

Evaluation of the Success of the Pilot Program:

The faculty members of the Communication Disorders program and the Director of Academic Institutional
Research and Assessment will be responsible for directing the assessment efforts for this program.
Performance of students in the pilot three-year degree program will be compared with the performance of
students in the traditional four-year program. Metrics will include data collected during the student’ program
(GPA, credit hour completion, clinical hour completion, program learning outcomes, college core learning
outcomes, retention, on-time completion; graduate school acceptance and an assessment of overall college
experience) and data collected following student completion of the program (graduate school completion rate,
employment, and graduate school survey of Baldwin-Wallace student performance).

Annual progress reports will be submitted to the Chancellor beginning in August of 2012 and will continue each
year until August of 2019. Should the pilot demonstrate the student outcomes are not equal to or better than
those for the traditional program, the program will be discontinued and students will be migrated to the four-
year program at no additional cost to the student. One area of potential concern is the admission of students
with reduced credit bachelor’s degrees into graduate programs in Ohio. Members of the Regents Advisory
Committee on Graduate Study (RACGS) met with Baldwin Wallace administrators in February of 2011. While
there are not specific rules prohibiting the admission of students with reduced credit bachelor’s degrees to
most graduate programs in Ohio, many graduate deans expressed concern that students who did not complete
four-year degrees would be at a competitive disadvantage for admission. The admission of students will be
closely monitored during the provisional authorization period.

Recommendation:

Baldwin-Wallace College meets the Chancellor’s standards for undergraduate programs and staff members and
the review team recommend provisional authorization for the pilot three-year reduced credit Bachelor of Arts
in Communication Disorders degree program. Provisional authorization will continue through December 31,
2019 and is contingent upon the submission of annual progress reports by August 31° of each year beginning in
2012. Provisional authorization will be withdrawn if, in the Chancellor’s judgment, such reports do not
demonstrate satisfactory outcomes for the pilot program. A follow-up review will be performed prior to
December 31, 2019 to determine continued authorization.



