
BACKGROUND AND REQUEST

Belmont Technical College
. Central Ohio Technical College
James A .. Rhodes State College
Hocking Technical College
Marion Technical College
North Central State College
StarkState College of Technology
Zane State College

Associate of Arts
Associate of Science

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS

This request clearly meets Regents' standards for associate of arts and associate of science
degree programs. Approval is requested for degree approval at the following campuses:
Belmont Technical College, Central Ohio Technical College, James A. Rhodes State College,
Hocking Technical College, Marion Technical College, North Central State College, Stark State
College of Technology and Zane state College.

Request: Ohio's eight technical colleges, seven of which are co-located with a regional university
campus, have worked in partnership to develop the proposed Associate of Arts (AA) and Associate of
Science (AS) degree programs to be offered through each technical college campus and using the

. full resources of the University System of Ohio. Approval is requested for degree approval at the
following campuses: Belmont Technical College, Central Ohio Technical College, James A. Rhodes
State College, Hocking Technical College, Marion Technical College, North Central State College, Stark
State College ofTechnology and Zane State College.

The request for approval of the Associate of Arts and Associate of Science degrees at a technical
college is designed to provide affordable educational opportunities in every region of the state, using
the full resources of the University System ofOhio and building on the foundation of Ohio's system
of guaranteed course transfer. The ability to offer baccalaureate-orientated Associate of Arts and
Associate of Science degrees at the two-year technical colleges gives students an affordable option
close to home with a guaranteed pathway to a four year institution. For seven of Ohio's technical
college campuses, a public university is located in the same community and in many instances, on
the same campus. Many of the co-located technical colleges have existing articUlation agreements
with their neighboring public universities. The proposed AA and AS degrees will create additional
opportunities, making more baccalaureate degrees available to recent high school graduates and
adUlt students in their own home community. Students will also have enhanced opportunities for
transfer from the public AAJAS degrees to baccalaureate programs at private institutions. Ohio's
eight technical colleges will continue to offer applied associate degree programs focused on the
needs of the workforce and in keeping with their core mission.

Legislative Support: Historically, technical colleges in Ohio have not been authorized to offer the
Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degrees. Recent legislative changes (Amended Substitute
House Bill 119, 127th General Assembly) expanded the ability of the technical colleges to offer full
transfer degrees (vs. transfer courses), Amended SubstituteHouse Bill 119 stated that" A technical
college regardless of its co-location with another state institUtion of higher education may offer any
baccalaureate-orientated associate degree program, provided however that any new or expanded
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