1) Typical Class Meeting Sizes for Public Sector Undergraduate Classes by Room Type: Autumn 2001 (updated 10/25/2002)

a) In the data base queries for these reports:

i) Class size is measured in AU 2001 by campus for scheduled course sections with any undergraduate Course Level. Sections with Section Type = SP (Self-Paced) and sections identified as Flexibly Scheduled (FS file) are excluded. 

ii) Classes are separated by the type of room they meet in, Lecture, Lab and Other. We get data first from the Course Sections Taught (ST) file. If a section is coded LE (Lecture) and not LB (Lab) then we consider it a Lecture. If a section is coded LB (Lab) and not LE (Lecture) then we consider it a Lab. If it is coded LE and LB or neither, then we use the Area Inventory (AI) data. Lecture is any room with room type = 1xx, Lab is any room with room type = 2xx and Other is any other room type.

iii) Undergrad sections only are included based on Course Level (G, V, T, and B). However, all enrollments in these sections are included.

iv) Class size is determined by using the CS data with the assumption that all meetings of a class that are in the same place at the same time constitute a class meeting. Some records in the CS file specify a section, but no meetings times for the week; these are excluded from the analysis.  We count individual students enrolled in individual class meetings (unduplicated headcount) and they are weighted by the number of hours they meet; the formula for the weight is (end minutes – start minutes)/60. Median meeting size is weighted by the nearest number of 15 min. periods the meeting covers.  

v) Average meeting size and median meeting size  are calculated for each campus and room type as well as a frequency distribution of the likelihood for a student to be enrolled in a weighted class meeting of various sizes. This is not a frequency distribution of classes of various sizes, but of enrollments in meetings of various sizes. 

vi) Meetings with fewer than 4 enrollees are excluded from the average and median meeting size calculation, but not the frequency distribution.

vii) Section Sizes in the frequency distribution are the same as US News and World Report (<10, 10 – 19, 20 – 29, 30 – 39, 40 – 49, 50 – 99, > 99.

viii) The columns of data calculated for each combination of Campus and Level are:

(1) Meetings: all meetings except self-paced and flexibly scheduled.

(2) Weighted meetings : the weight of the meeting in cases when the head count is >3. The weight is (ending time in minutes – starting time in minutes)/60.
(3) Headcount: The number of different students attending a section in this meeting.
(4) Weighted Headcount: The meeting weight times the headcount in cases when the head count is >3.
(5) Meeting Size: 4 / 2.
(6) Head counts in Meetings with 0 - 9 students: The number of weighted head counts in time place slots with headcount between 0 and 9. Then the same is repeated for the other Meeting sizes.
(7) % of Head counts in Meetings with 0 - 9 students: the ratio of weighted head counts in meetings with 0-9 headcount divided by the total weighted head counts for all meeting sizes. Thus, it reflects the likelihood that students will be in meetings of that size at a point in time.
(8) CS records with a scheduled time: total CS records with a non blank schedule, i.e. a start and finish time are recorded for at least one day of the week other than 0000.
(9) Meetings with multiple sections: the number of meetings that have more than one section id in them. This could be dual listed sections or several labs coming together for a common lecture.
(10)  Maximum Headcount in any meeting: the maximum enrollments in any time place combination.
(11) Maximum Sections in any meeting: the maximum section ids in any time place combination.
ix) Spreadsheet with SQL are in  O:\DataQueries\CS Data and section size\x08-Section_Size_ver12_2002-cp.xls for the basic query, O:\DataQueries\x08-CS data and section size\PR2002_class_size_ver12_median-cp.xls for the detailed median query and O:\DataQueries\CS data and section size\x08-class size median spss output-cp.xls for the median output from spss.
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