The Cost of Attending a State-Supported College or University: Tuition and Fees for Full-Time, In-State Undergraduates

Tuition is the charge for instruction. Fees are the charges for non-instructional services, such as  recreational facilities, student union and related activities, and health services. This report includes  all mandatory tuition and fees that are charged to all in-state, full time undergraduate students. The cost of books and supplies, room and board, and dormitories, are in addition to charges for tuition and fees, and are not included in this report. The data presented in this chapter do not include special fees, that is those fees that are required for selected courses or programs (such as special lab fees), or for selected services (such as transcript fees). Such fees are in addition to instructional fees and mandatory general fees, and can amount to an additional 5% to 10% in charges to the student.
Questions: What is the total cost of tuition and fees charged to in-state, full-time undergraduate students attending a state-supported college or university in Ohio? How do these charges compare to national averages? Do these charges vary by campus type and by institution?

Why ask about tuition? Increasingly, a high school degree is insufficient to meet the demands of today’s knowledge-based economy and workplace. A growing percentage of current jobs, and a large percentage of new jobs, will require the level of knowledge, skills, and competencies that only a college degree provides. In addition, higher education is an investment that provides a significant return over one’s lifetime. A person with a baccalaureate degree will earn $1 million more, in lifetime earnings, than a person with only a high school degree. Despite the need and value for a higher education degree, the levels of tuition and fees – both real and perceived – often are a barrier to prospective students. For example, a recent national survey demonstrated that the American public overestimates the actual charges levied by public two-year colleges by 80% and overestimates public four-year university charges by 145%. In light of this widespread misperception, it is important to provide accurate and timely information about these charges.

Because of low state support, tuition and fees in Ohio are high. High tuition and fees hinder access to higher education, particularly for students at two-year colleges who tend to be more price-sensitive. In response to this concern, a plan was developed in 1998 to "contain" college tuition and fees and increase accessibility of Ohio’s access campuses. Access campuses include all two-year campuses, including all community and technical colleges and university branch campuses and a few universities. The state's FY 2000-2001 budget bill earmarked funds that paid access campuses to restrain the growth of in-state undergraduate tuition, freezing tuition and fees in FY 2000 and reducing them by 5% in FY 2001. The state's FY 2002-2003 budget bill did not provide the funding needed to continue to restrain or buy down tuition and fees at access campuses, and in fact provided no increase in state funds at all for higher education. Consequently, in-state tuition and fees at the state's two-year campuses increased by an average of 7% for academic year 2001-2002. The unavailability of state resources  for higher education also contributed to unusually high average tuition and fee growth (+7.6%) at state-supported universities for academic year 2001-2002. Until the state is willing and able to pay for more of the costs of higher education, a larger share of these costs will fall on students and their families.
National Answers: The College Board reported the national 2000-2001 average undergraduate in-state annualized tuition and fees for public four-year colleges were $3,510 and for public two-year colleges were $1,705.
Statewide Answers: The statewide 2001-2002 average undergraduate in-state annualized tuition and fees at state-supported four-year universities are $4,973; comparable charges at state-supported two-year colleges are $2,629. Average in-state graduate annualized tuition and fees are $6,634. 

Because Ohio has relatively low public support for higher education, Ohio has relatively high tuition and fees. In 1998, Ohio ranked 40th nationally in terms of state tax support per student. Ohio’s $4,619 average per student lagged the national average of $5,272 by more than $650 per student.
· Out-of-state fees for undergraduate and graduate students in Ohio’s state-supported colleges and universities are typically double the fees charged to in-state students.

Sector Answers: Tuition and fees vary greatly by type of college; they are lowest at community college campuses and highest at university main campuses.

Average 2001-2002 annualized undergraduate in-state tuition and fees are:
· $1,935 at community colleges;

· $2,543 at state community colleges;
· $2,666 at technical colleges;

· $3,372 at regional (branch) campuses; and

· $4,973 at university main campuses
Campus Answers: Tuition and fees at Ohio’s state-supported colleges and universities vary widely.

Annualized Full-time, In-state Undergraduate Tuition and Fees, FY 1999 to FY 2002

 
Annualized Full-time In-state Undergraduate Tuition & Fees
Annual % Change

 
FY 1999
FY 2000
FY 2001
FY 2002
99 - 00
00 - 01
01 - 02

COMMUNITY COLLEGES








Cuyahoga Community College
$1,846 
$1,846 
$1,752 
$1,805 
0.00%
-5.09%
3.00%

Jefferson Community College
$1,862 
$1,862 
$1,740 
$1,890 
0.00%
-6.55%
8.62%

Lakeland Community College
$2,019 
$2,019 
$1,917 
$1,917 
0.00%
-5.08%
0.00%

Lorain County Community College
$2,292 
$2,292 
$1,885 
$1,960 
0.00%
-17.76%
4.00%

Rio Grande Community College
$2,700 
$2,700 
$2,543 
$2,715 
0.00%
-5.83%
6.78%

Sinclair Community College
$1,398 
$1,398 
$1,326 
$1,326 
0.00%
-5.15%
0.00%

Unweighted Average - Community Colleges
$2,020 
$2,020 
$1,860 
$1,935 
0.00%
-7.58%
3.73%

STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGES








Cincinnati  State Community & Technical College
$2,718 
$2,718 
$2,496 
$2,643 
0.00%
-8.17%
5.89%

Clark State Community College
$2,553 
$2,562 
$2,427 
$2,607 
0.35%
-5.27%
7.42%

Columbus State Community College*
$2,196 
$2,196 
$2,085 
$2,745 
0.00%
-5.05%
31.65%

Edison State Community College
$2,430 
$2,430 
$2,309 
$2,520 
0.00%
-4.96%
9.12%

Northwest State Community College
$3,000 
$3,000 
$2,850 
$3,020 
0.00%
-5.00%
5.96%

Owens State Community College
$1,916 
$1,916 
$1,820 
$1,820 
0.00%
-5.01%
0.00%

Southern State Community College
$2,619 
$2,619 
$2,487 
$2,700 
0.00%
-5.04%
8.56%

Terra State Community College
$2,352 
$2,352 
$1,944 
$2,001 
0.00%
-17.35%
2.93%

Washington State Community College
$2,622 
$2,622 
$2,486 
$2,835 
0.00%
-5.18%
14.03%

Unweighted Average - State Community Colleges
$2,490 
$2,491 
$2,323 
$2,543 
0.04%
-6.78%
9.51%

TECHNICAL COLLEGES








Belmont Technical College
$2,307 
$2,307 
$2,191 
$2,520 
0.00%
-5.03%
15.01%

Central Ohio Technical College
$2,538 
$2,538 
$2,412 
$2,604 
0.00%
-4.96%
7.96%

Hocking Technical College
$2,265 
$2,265 
$2,151 
$2,289 
0.00%
-5.03%
6.42%

Lima Technical College
$2,418 
$2,418 
$2,298 
$2,508 
0.00%
-4.96%
9.14%

Marion Technical College
$2,421 
$2,421 
$2,295 
$2,484 
0.00%
-5.20%
8.24%

Muskingum Area Technical College
$2,565 
$2,565 
$2,430 
$2,655 
0.00%
-5.26%
9.26%

North Central State Technical College
$2,448 
$2,451 
$2,328 
$2,505 
0.12%
-5.02%
7.60%

Stark State College of Technology
$2,670 
$2,670 
$2,535 
$2,820 
0.00%
-5.06%
11.24%

Ohio State University, Agricultural Technical Institute
$3,588 
$3,588 
$3,351 
$3,606 
0.00%
-6.61%
7.61%

Unweighted Average - Technical Colleges
$2,580 
$2,580 
$2,443 
$2,666 
0.01%
-5.24%
9.16%

* Columbus State modified its fee structure in fall term 2001. In the past, students taking 12-18 credit hours were charged a flat full-time fee. As of fall term 2001, students taking 15-18 credit hours are charged a flat full-time fee. This change overstates CSCC's FY 2002 increase; for students taking 12-14 credit hours, the FY 2002 increase is 5%.

Annualized Full-time, In-state Undergraduate Tuition and Fees, FY 1999 to FY 2002 (continued)
 
Annualized Full-time In-state Undergraduate Tuition & Fees
Annual % Change

 
FY 1999
FY 2000
FY 2001
FY 2002
99 - 00
00 - 01
01 - 02

BRANCH CAMPUSES








Bowling Green State University, Firelands Campus
$3,370 
$3,370 
$3,202 
$3,202 
0.00%
-4.99%
0.00%

Kent State University, Ashtabula Campus
$3,164 
$3,164 
$3,004 
$3,184 
0.00%
-5.06%
5.99%

Kent State University, East Liverpool Campus
$3,164 
$3,164 
$3,004 
$3,184 
0.00%
-5.06%
5.99%

Kent State University, Geauga Campus
$3,164 
$3,164 
$3,004 
$3,184 
0.00%
-5.06%
5.99%

Kent State University, Salem Campus
$3,164 
$3,164 
$3,004 
$3,184 
0.00%
-5.06%
5.99%

Kent State University, Stark Campus
$3,164 
$3,164 
$3,004 
$3,184 
0.00%
-5.06%
5.99%

Kent State University, Trumbull Campus
$3,164 
$3,164 
$3,004 
$3,184 
0.00%
-5.06%
5.99%

Kent State University, Tuscarawas
$3,164 
$3,164 
$3,004 
$3,184 
0.00%
-5.06%
5.99%

Miami University, Hamilton Campus
$3,194 
$3,194 
$3,020 
$3,112 
0.00%
-5.44%
3.03%

Miami University, Middletown
$3,194 
$3,194 
$3,020 
$3,112 
0.00%
-5.44%
3.03%

Ohio State University, Lima Campus
$3,528 
$3,528 
$3,351 
$3,606 
0.00%
-5.02%
7.61%

Ohio State University, Mansfield Campus
$3,528 
$3,528 
$3,351 
$3,606 
0.00%
-5.02%
7.61%

Ohio State University, Marion Campus
$3,528 
$3,528 
$3,351 
$3,606 
0.00%
-5.02%
7.61%

Ohio State University, Newark Campus
$3,528 
$3,528 
$3,351 
$3,606 
0.00%
-5.02%
7.61%

Ohio University, Southern Campus
$2,940 
$2,940 
$2,793 
$2,988 
0.00%
-5.00%
6.98%

Ohio University, Chillicothe Campus
$3,192 
$3,192 
$3,033 
$3,246 
0.00%
-4.98%
7.02%

Ohio University, Eastern Campus
$3,192 
$3,192 
$3,033 
$3,246 
0.00%
-4.98%
7.02%

Ohio University, Lancaster Campus
$3,192 
$3,192 
$3,033 
$3,246 
0.00%
-4.98%
7.02%

Ohio University, Zanesville Campus
$3,192 
$3,192 
$3,033 
$3,246 
0.00%
-4.98%
7.02%

University of Akron, Wayne Campus
$3,444 
$3,444 
$3,272 
$3,574 
0.00%
-4.99%
9.23%

University of Cincinnati, Clermont Campus
$3,096 
$3,096 
$2,940 
$3,105 
0.00%
-5.04%
5.61%

University of Cincinnati, Walters Campus
$3,573 
$3,573 
$3,393 
$3,573 
0.00%
-5.04%
5.31%

University of Cincinnati, Univ. College (Main Campus)
N/A
$4,569 
$4,401 
$4,686 
N/A
-3.68%
6.48%

Wright State University, Lake Campus
$3,366 
$3,366 
$3,198 
$3,390 
0.00%
-4.99%
6.00%

Youngstown State Univ., Comm-Tech (Main Campus)
$3,762 
$3,762 
$3,744 
$3,852 
0.00%
-0.48%
2.88%

Unweighted Average - Branch Campuses
$3,290 
$3,341 
$3,182 
$3,372 
0.00%
-4.82%
5.96%

UNIVERSITIES








Bowling Green State University
$4,670 
$4,890 
$5,184 
$5,604 
4.71%
6.01%
8.10%

Central State University
$3,336 
$3,453 
$3,573 
$3,723 
3.51%
3.48%
4.20%

Cleveland State University
$3,671 
$3,864 
$4,095 
$4,464 
5.27%
5.98%
9.01%

Kent State University
$4,715 
$5,014 
$5,286 
$5,598 
6.34%
5.42%
5.90%

Miami University
$5,802 
$6,112 
$6,403 
$6,916 
5.34%
4.76%
8.01%

Ohio State University
$3,879 
$4,110 
$4,383 
$4,788 
5.96%
6.64%
9.24%

Ohio University
$4,530 
$4,800 
$5,085 
$5,493 
5.96%
5.94%
8.02%

Shawnee State University
$3,213 
$3,294 
$3,162 
$3,402 
2.52%
-4.01%
7.59%

University of Akron
$3,917 
$4,152 
$4,496 
$4,930 
6.01%
8.29%
9.65%

University of Cincinnati
$4,746 
$4,998 
$5,337 
$5,823 
5.31%
6.78%
9.11%

University of Toledo
$4,166 
$4,414 
$4,680 
$5,102 
5.95%
6.03%
9.02%

Wright State University
$3,930 
$4,128 
$4,335 
$4,596 
5.04%
5.01%
6.02%

Youngstown State University
$3,762 
$3,762 
$3,989 
$4,204 
0.00%
6.03%
5.39%

Unweighted Average - Universities
$4,180 
$4,407 
$4,616 
$4,973 
4.76%
5.11%
7.64%

Statewide Average (unweighted)
$3,132 
$3,203 
$3,123 
$3,346 
1.0%
-3.4%
7.1%

State-Support for Higher Education (GRF Appropriations in millions)
$2,311 
$2,439 
$2,596 
$2,565 
1.02%
-3.35%
7.08%

* The amounts described in this table are resident undergraduate instructional fees, or tuition, and general fees based on 15 credit hours for 2 semesters or 3 quarters. Increases in these fees never produce sufficient revenues to fund corresponding increases in campus expenditures. This is because student fees, in general, only finance about 50% of the costs of campus instructional activities; state-support makes up the other portion. When state-support drops or freezes, as it did in FY 2002, student fees have to be increased disproportionately to accommodate even modest inflation. In addition, some fee changes are one-time increases to help finance new student-supported initiatives, such as student unions or student health centers, or new student services, such as instructional technology services.
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