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Employment Outcomes for Graduates
Questions:  Are graduates from Ohio’s state-supported colleges and universities employed
in Ohio subsequent to graduation?  What are the average earnings of recent full-time
graduates?  Do employment rates and average earnings vary by degree level, discipline,
sector, or institution?

Why ask about the employment of graduates?  Students enroll in higher education for
many reasons.  Some enroll for the enjoyment of learning. Others enroll while they are
employed with no intention of changing jobs, and possibly little expectation of salary
increases.  Generally, though, the majority of students who enroll in college have an
expectation that they will be employed.  Further, graduates have an expectation that their
salaries will grow as they progress in degree efforts from associate degrees to baccalaureate
degrees to masters degrees or professional degrees, and then finally to doctoral degrees.

Note:  To answer these questions, the graduating classes of Spring 1998 and Spring 1999 were cross-matched
against the employment database maintained by the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services.  This cross-
match was to determine if graduates were employed within the state of Ohio in the fourth quarter of the year
following their Spring graduation and to calculate their annualized incomes based upon their quarterly salary.

There are three known limitations of these data: 1) The data matching process does not reflect income
received by an owner of a small company although the data matching is successful for any employee of the
small company who is paid wages. 2) The data matching process does not reflect employment on federal
payroll in such installations as Wright-Patterson AFB, NASA Lewis, the Defense Supply Center in Columbus,
and EPA in Cincinnati. 3) To make a distinction between part-time and full-time work, we have used an
annualized salary of $16,000 or more to indicate full-time salary.

! U.S. Census figures, average earnings in 1999 for people aged 25-34 years:
" Associate Degrees = $28,088 Baccalaureate Degrees = $39,768
" Masters Degrees = $46,768 Professional Degrees = $58,043 Doctoral Degrees =

$60,852

! Seventy percent of graduates were either known to be employed in Ohio or continuing their schooling in an
Ohio state-supported college or university in the year after graduation.

National Answers: The U.S. Census Department does not report starting salaries, however in
1999, the average earnings of persons age 25 to 34 (including starting and experienced
employees) was in the same direction, although at a higher level (for all but associate degree
recipients), than the  salaries reported below for recent Ohio graduates.

Statewide Answers: Recent college graduates are employed in Ohio with good salaries and the
higher the degree, the greater the starting salary. Average salaries of recent graduates do vary
by discipline and by level of college degree.

Average Salaries of Recent College Graduates, 
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Employment and Schooling Outcomes for Spring 1998 and Spring 1999 Graduates

Type of Degree

Known in-state
Employment and

Continuing
School

Known in-state
Employment and

Not Continuing
School

No known in-state
Employment and

Continuing
School

Either Known in-
state Employment

or Known
Continuing

School

No known in-state
Employment and

Not Continuing
School

Associate 19% 58% 7% 84% 16%

Baccalaureate 9% 53% 7% 69% 31%

Masters 8% 45% 8% 61% 39%

Professional 1% 46% 1% 48% 52%

Doctoral 2% 32% 2% 35% 65%

Grand Total 11% 52% 7% 70% 30%

Annualized Full-time* Salaries of Recent Graduates – 1998, 1999 Spring Graduates by Degree
Level

Associate
Degree

Baccalaureate
Degree

Masters
Degree

Professional
Degree

Doctoral
Degree

# Grads Salary # Grads Salary # Grads Salary # Grads Salary # Grads Salary

8,841 $31,900 14,724 $33,300 3,945 $45,300 1,367 $45,500 273 $50,600

Annualized Full-Time* Salaries of Recent Graduates – 1998, 1999 Spring Graduates by
Discipline

Assoc. Degree Bacc. Degree Masters Degree Prof. Degree Doc. Degree
#

Grads
Avg.

Salary # Grads Avg.
Salary

#
Grads

Avg.
Salary

#
Grads

Avg.
Salary # Grads Avg.

Salary
Agriculture 99 $26,400 129 $32,600 6 $36,000 <5 NA

Architecture <5 NA 218 $31,000 42 $34,800

Area and ethnic studies 37 $23,000 14 $29,900 <5 NA

Basic Skills <5 NA

Biological/life sciences 13 $28,400 430 $28,500 25 $29,400 <5 NA 8 $36,500

Business/marketing 1,898 $29,500 3,129 $35,800 893 $61,800 6 $89,200

Communications/comm./technologies 20 $26,000 715 $27,800 46 $41,800 <5 NA

Computer and information sciences 278 $35,700 295 $43,200 92 $53,700 <5 NA

Education 105 $21,300 1,972 $28,000 1,103 $40,200 98 $54,000

Engineering/engineering technologies 1,180 $36,900 1,419 $43,200 171 $53,800 31 $53,100

English <5 NA 590 $28,200 78 $31,600 8 $56,300

Foreign languages and literature <5 NA 87 $29,700 20 $35,200 5 $36,200

Health professions and related sciences 3,437 $32,300 1,874 $40,900 508 $46,000 759 $46,400 40 $53,900

Home ec. and vocational home economics 125 $26,900 414 $26,900 22 $37,800 <5 NA

Interdisciplinary studies 43 $50,200 91 $37,800 37 $46,500
Law/legal studies 109 $25,000 <5 NA 607 $44,500

Liberal arts/general studies 645 $32,400 137 $34,900 8 $41,200

Library science <5 NA 72 $33,300

Mathematics 9 $32,800 84 $30,800 29 $46,600 8 $42,800

Multiple Degrees 41 $35,600 151 $36,100 16 $67,000

Natural resources/environmental science 48 $28,200 107 $28,900 21 $35,400 <5 NA

Parks and recreation 8 $37,100 224 $26,800 50 $31,000

Personal and miscellaneous services 34 $26,400 <5 NA

Philosophy, religion, theology <5 NA 24 $32,900 <5 NA <5 NA

Physical sciences 15 $27,900 168 $30,300 34 $38,500 18 $42,300
Protective services/public administration 450 $29,600 532 $26,800 392 $33,700 <5 NA
Psychology <5 NA 545 $26,000 89 $36,400 13 $50,600
Social sciences and history 16 $27,700 870 $28,000 111 $34,600 17 $38,500
Trade and industry 135 $32,400 31 $27,000

Visual and performing arts 96 $26,800 447 $28,600 60 $32,700 <5 NA

*Note that the data source for this information does not distinguish between full-time and part-time salaries, therefore salaries
$16,000 and above are assumed to be full-time for this report.
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! Graduates of technical colleges are most likely to be employed in-state and not continuing on in schooling
(68%).

! Students who receive their associate degrees from university main campuses are most likely to be re-enrolled
in a state-supported college or university than are graduates from two-year campuses or university branch
campuses.

! Annualized salaries of Spring 1998 and 1999 associate degree recipients who are working in the following Autumn
do not vary greatly by sector.

Employment and Schooling Outcomes - 1998, 1999 Spring Graduates by Sector

Sector Type of
Degree

Known in-state
Employment

and Continuing
School

Known in-state
Employment

and Not
Continuing

School

No known in-
state

Employment
and Continuing

School

Either Known in-
state

Employment or
Known

Continuing
School

No known in-
state

Employment
and Not

Continuing
School

Community
Colleges Associate 21% 57% 7% 85% 15%

State
Community
Colleges

Associate 16% 61% 6% 83% 17%

Technical
Colleges Associate 10% 68% 4% 82% 18%

University
Branch
Campuses

Associate 23% 53% 9% 85% 15%

University
Main
Campuses

Associate 29% 43% 13% 85% 15%

Annualized Full-Time* Salaries of Recent Graduates - 1998, 1999 Spring Associate Degree
Graduates
Type of Campus # Full-time Employees Annual Salary
Community Colleges 2,464 $33,700

State Community Colleges 2,469 $31,700

Technical Colleges 1,792 $30,700

University Branch Campuses 1,197 $30,600

University Main Campuses 919 $31,300
*Note that the data source for this information does not distinguish between full-time and part-time salaries,
therefore salaries $16,000 and above are assumed to be full-time for this report.

Sector Answers: Associate degree recipients from technical colleges are most likely to be
employed in-state and not continuing their schooling, but all sectors are showing positive
outcomes for associate degree recipients.

Campus Answers: Employment and school continuation rates vary considerably by campus.
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Employment and Schooling Outcomes for Spring 1998 and Spring 1999 Graduates
Community Colleges – Associate Degrees

Institution Campus

Known in-
state

Employment
and

Continuing
School

Known in-
state

Employment
and Not

Continuing
School

No known in-
state

Employment
and

Continuing
School

Either Known
in-state

Employment
or Known

Continuing
School

No known in-
state

Employment
and Not

Continuing
School

Cuyahoga Community College Eastern 25% 50% 10% 85% 15%

Metro 19% 58% 7% 84% 16%

Western 23% 58% 6% 87% 13%

Jefferson Community College 17% 41% 10% 69% 31%

Lakeland Community College 25% 57% 7% 89% 11%

Lorain County Community College 19% 62% 7% 87% 13%

Rio Grande Community College 6% 63% 2% 71% 29%

Sinclair Community College 23% 58% 6% 86% 14%

State Community Colleges – Associate Degrees
Cincinnati State Technical & Community College 14% 62% 5% 82% 18%

Clark State Community College 17% 64% 4% 85% 15%

Columbus State Community College 18% 59% 6% 83% 17%

Edison State Community College 16% 61% 7% 84% 16%

Northwest State Community College 14% 65% 5% 84% 16%
Owens State Community
College

Findlay 15% 72% 2% 89% 11%

Toledo 16% 64% 4% 83% 17%
Southern State Community
College

Central 11% 70% 6% 87% 13%

North 19% 64% 7% 90% 10%

South 28% 36% 17% 81% 19%

Terra State Community College 18% 61% 8% 87% 13%

Washington State Community College 14% 40% 11% 66% 34%

Technical Colleges – Associate Degrees
Belmont Technical College 15% 54% 4% 73% 27%

Central Ohio Technical College 9% 77% 1% 87% 13%

Hocking Technical College 12% 51% 10% 72% 28%

Lima Technical College 9% 73% 4% 86% 14%

Marion Technical College 11% 70% 2% 83% 17%

Muskingum Area Technical College 10% 67% 4% 82% 18%

North Central State College 4% 78% 1% 83% 17%

Stark State College of Technology 10% 73% 2% 85% 15%
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Employment and Schooling Outcomes for Spring 1998 and Spring 1999 Graduates
University Branch Campuses – Associate Degrees

Institution Campus

Known in-
state

Employment
and

Continuing
School

Known in-
state

Employment
and Not

Continuing
School

No known in-
state

Employment
and

Continuing
School

Either Known
in-state

Employment
or Known

Continuing
School

No known in-
state

Employment
and Not

Continuing
School

Bowling Green State
University

Firelands 22% 62% 4% 88% 12%

Kent State University Ashtabula 17% 60% 9% 87% 13%

East Liverpool 6% 67% 4% 77% 23%

Geauga 35% 46% 15% 96% 4%

Salem 22% 56% 2% 80% 20%

Stark 51% 22% 22% 95% 5%

Trumbull 39% 39% 11% 89% 11%

Tuscarawas 30% 50% 7% 86% 14%

The Ohio State University Agricultural
Technical Institute

11% 57% 10% 77% 23%

Ohio University Chillicothe 36% 48% 8% 91% 9%

Eastern 60% 0% 20% 80% 20%

Lancaster 23% 65% 7% 95% 5%

Southern 14% 17% 46% 77% 23%

Zanesville 27% 56% 4% 87% 13%

University of Akron Wayne 29% 49% 6% 84% 16%

University of Cincinnati Clermont 19% 53% 11% 82% 18%

Raymond Walters 20% 59% 6% 85% 15%

Wright State University Lake 17% 67% 5% 88% 12%

University Main Campuses – Associate Degrees
Miami University 27% 48% 11% 86% 14%

The Ohio State University 53% 11% 29% 93% 7%

Ohio University 14% 14% 33% 61% 39%

Shawnee State University 11% 52% 9% 72% 28%

University of Akron 28% 48% 12% 87% 13%

University of Cincinnati 35% 39% 14% 88% 12%

University of Toledo 35% 49% 5% 90% 10%

Youngstown State University 31% 45% 11% 87% 13%

University Main Campuses – Baccalaureate Degrees
Admissions Policy Institution
Selective Bowling Green State University 8% 58% 6% 72% 28%

Open Central State University 7% 50% 3% 60% 40%

Open Cleveland State University 13% 62% 7% 81% 19%

Selective Kent State University 8% 62% 5% 74% 26%

Selective Miami University 6% 40% 4% 50% 50%

Selective The Ohio State University 11% 49% 10% 70% 30%

Selective Ohio University 8% 48% 8% 64% 36%

Open Shawnee State University 15% 58% 5% 78% 22%

Open University of Akron 9% 62% 7% 78% 22%

Selective University of Cincinnati 11% 54% 6% 72% 28%

Open University of Toledo 17% 53% 7% 76% 24%

Open Wright State University 11% 61% 7% 79% 21%

Open Youngstown State University 8% 58% 8% 73% 27%
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Employment and Schooling Outcomes for Spring 1998 and Spring 1999 Graduates
University Main Campuses – Masters Degrees

Campus

Known in-
state

Employment
and

Continuing
School

Known in-
state

Employment
and Not

Continuing
School

No known in-
state

Employment
and

Continuing
School

Either Known
in-state

Employment
or Known

Continuing
School

No known in-
state

Employment
and Not

Continuing
School

Bowling Green State University 4% 36% 6% 47% 53%

Central State University 0% 75% 0% 75% 25%

Cleveland State University 9% 60% 5% 74% 26%

Kent State University 8% 53% 7% 69% 31%

Medical College of Ohio at Toledo 4% 72% 4% 79% 21%

Miami University 13% 34% 6% 53% 47%

Ohio State University 8% 42% 11% 61% 39%

Ohio University 5% 36% 6% 47% 53%

University of Akron 9% 51% 6% 65% 35%

University of Cincinnati 6% 43% 11% 60% 40%

University of Toledo 9% 29% 7% 45% 55%

Wright State University 9% 50% 5% 63% 37%

Youngstown State University 13% 51% 4% 67% 33%

University Main Campuses – Professional Degrees (Law and Medicine)
Cleveland State University 1% 69% 0% 70% 30%

Medical College of Ohio at Toledo* 0% 36% 0% 37% 63%
Northeastern Ohio Universities College of
Medicine*

0% 45% 0% 46% 54%

Ohio State University 1% 39% 2% 42% 58%

Ohio University 1% 70% 0% 71% 29%

University of Akron 2% 60% 4% 66% 34%

University of Cincinnati 0% 41% 1% 42% 58%

University of Toledo 0% 55% 0% 55% 45%

Wright State University 0% 39% 0% 39% 61%
*Graduates of medical schools enter into a residency program after graduation to continue their clinical training. Graduates of
Ohio medical schools who are in residency programs outside of Ohio are classified as "No known in-state Employment and Not
Continuing School”.

University Main Campuses – Doctoral Degrees
Bowling Green State University 0% 25% 0% 25% 75%

Cleveland State University 6% 27% 3% 36% 64%

Kent State University 4% 38% 1% 43% 57%

Medical College of Ohio at Toledo 0% 33% 0% 33% 67%

Miami University 0% 33% 3% 36% 64%

Ohio State University 1% 31% 1% 32% 68%

Ohio University 2% 26% 3% 32% 68%

University of Akron 3% 28% 1% 32% 68%

University of Cincinnati 3% 34% 3% 40% 60%

University of Toledo 0% 45% 0% 45% 55%

Wright State University 0% 33% 0% 33% 67%


	Employment and Schooling Outcomes for Spring 1998 and Spring 1999 Graduates
	Annualized Full-time* Salaries of Recent Graduates – 1998, 1999 Spring Graduates by Degree Level
	Annualized Full-Time* Salaries of Recent Graduates – 1998, 1999 Spring Graduates by Discipline
	Employment and Schooling Outcomes - 1998, 1999 Spring Graduates by Sector
	Annualized Full-Time* Salaries of Recent Graduates - 1998, 1999 Spring Associate Degree Graduates
	Employment and Schooling Outcomes for Spring 1998 and Spring 1999 Graduates
	Community Colleges – Associate Degrees
	Campus

	State Community Colleges – Associate Degrees
	Technical Colleges – Associate Degrees
	Employment and Schooling Outcomes for Spring 1998 and Spring 1999 Graduates
	University Branch Campuses – Associate Degrees
	Campus

	University Main Campuses – Associate Degrees
	University Main Campuses – Baccalaureate Degrees
	
	Admissions Policy


	Employment and Schooling Outcomes for Spring 1998 and Spring 1999 Graduates
	University Main Campuses – Masters Degrees
	
	Campus


	University Main Campuses – Professional Degrees (Law and Medicine)
	*Graduates of medical schools enter into a residency program after graduation to continue their clinical training. Graduates of Ohio medical schools who are in residency programs outside of Ohio are classified as "No known in-state Employment and Not Con
	University Main Campuses – Doctoral Degrees

