First-Year Students Having To Take Remedial Coursework

Questions: How many first-year students are enrolling for remedial coursework in state-supported colleges and universities throughout the state? 

Why ask about the frequency of remedial education occurring in state-supported colleges and universities? First-year students who enter Ohio’s state-supported colleges and universities vary greatly in their level of preparation to successfully complete college coursework. While the responsibility for preparing students for college study is largely the responsibility of the K-12 sector, prospective students and their families should be prepared for the possibility that remedial coursework may be required in college before students can begin college level coursework. 

Note: While some universities in Ohio are selective in their admissions criteria, other colleges or universities are required to be open admissions to any student who has a valid high school diploma. Many recent high school graduates require remedial coursework at a college or university before they can successfully complete college level coursework. There are variations between campuses in implementing  statewide criteria established for the distinction that is made between remedial and college-level work  Each campus interprets the standards for such distinctions and this renders campus comparisons on this subject difficult. Additionally, some first-year students have not attended high school for many years and may need remedial coursework as a refresher before they can successfully complete college coursework. Campuses vary in the degree to which they “require” or “suggest” that under-prepared students take remedial coursework, but with the exception of two campuses (Miami University Main Campus and Central State University) all state-supported colleges and universities in Ohio offer remedial coursework to entering freshmen. This remediation is typically either in English (including both reading and writing) or in mathematics, and some students require remediation in both English and mathematics. 

National Answers: Ohio’s need for remediation of first-year students is quite similar to the national pattern.
· The U.S. Department of Education released a 1996 report* that indicated that there is variation nationally in the extent to which campuses “require” or simply “suggest” that under-prepared students enroll in remedial coursework. This is also true in Ohio. 

· In 1995, twenty percent of all first-time first-year students enrolled in the United States in remedial coursework in reading and twenty-five percent of all first-year students enrolled in remedial coursework in writing. 

· In 1995, twenty-seven percent of all first-time first-year students enrolled in the United States in remedial coursework in mathematics. 

*Remedial Education at Higher Education Institutions in Fall 1995, U.S. Department of Education, NCES 97-584. (October 1996)

Statewide Answers: Almost one quarter of all entering first-year students enroll in remedial English and an equal percentage enroll in remedial mathematics before they can pursue college level coursework.

· Twenty-four percent of 1998-1999 public high school graduates required remediation in mathematics.

· Twenty-three percent of 1998-1999 public high school graduates required remediation in English (including both reading and writing). 

Sector Answers: Remediation rates differ greatly by type of campus.  At two-year campuses, remediation rates are greater than the national average.  At the university main campuses, remediation rates are similar to national averages. 

· First-year students who recently graduate from high school who enter two-year colleges and universities are more likely to enroll in remedial coursework in mathematics (33%-50%) prior to pursuing college study than are recent high school graduates entering four year universities (9%). 

· First-year students who recently graduate from high school who enter two-year colleges and universities are more likely to enroll in remedial coursework in English (19%-49%), prior to pursuing college study, than are recent high school graduates entering four-year universities (13%). 

Sector
Area of Required Remediation
% of 1998-1999 First Year Ohio Students From Public High Schools Enrolling in Remedial Coursework

Community Colleges
Mathematics
50%


English
48%

State Community Colleges
Mathematics
33%


English
25%

Technical Colleges
Mathematics
48%


English
49%

University Branch Campuses
Mathematics
38%


English
19%

University Main Campuses
Mathematics
09%


English
13%

Campus Answers: At this time (Autumn 2000) sufficient variation in the implementation of remedial coursework exists across Ohio’s campuses, that specific campus data on the incidence of students requiring or taking remedial coursework is not possible. 
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