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SEVENTH ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT 
DETAILS GROWTH IN DEGREE PRODUCTION, RESEARCH 
 
COLUMBUS, Ohio – More than 104,000 Ohioans received college degrees last year – 
more than any year within the last five years – and university research volume has 
nearly doubled over the last 15 years, according to the annual Performance Report 
released today (Jan. 18) by the Ohio Board of Regents. 
 

The Performance Report for Ohio’s Colleges and Universities 2006 shows that Ohio 
has been registering steady increases in degree production at all levels over the past 
five years. Total degrees awarded exceeded 104,000 in 2005. Recent increases in 
higher education enrollment indicate that these increases in degree production are 
likely to continue over the next few years. 

 
Also, total annual research expenditures at Ohio's universities, drawing to the state 

significant federal and industrial investments, currently exceed $1.3 billion, and have 
almost doubled in constant dollars over a 15-year period. 

 
“Policymakers, the public and the higher education community recognize the 

growing importance of higher education to Ohio’s success in the 21st century 
knowledge economy,” said Garrison Walters, interim chancellor. “Through federal and 
industrial support of critically important research, Ohio’s colleges and universities 
continue to be an important drivers of statewide, regional and national economic 
development.” 

 
“These reports detail for us where Ohio stands with respect to higher education 

outcomes, identifying both our successes and challenges and suggesting ways by 
which outcomes can be improved.” 

 
The report is published in two documents: a summary that presents information at 

the statewide and sector level and a longer supporting document containing outcomes 
measures for individual higher education institutions. Both documents are available 
on the Regents website at: http://regents.ohio.gov/perfrpt/2006/ 
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The report contains comprehensive information on research and workforce 
development activities, enrollment trends and characteristics of enrolled students, the 
preparation levels of incoming students, transfer outcomes, student retention and 
graduation rates, degree production, graduates’ licensure exam results and 
employment outcomes, expenditures and state support per student, typical class 
sizes, facilities utilization, tuition rates and financial aid outcomes.  

 
The Ohio Board of Regents staff has found that the performance reports are being 

used widely for a number of purposes. Campuses use the data for benchmarking on 
various topics, legislative staff members use it in responding to constituent requests 
for information and the general public use the report for multiple purposes. 

 
The Ohio Board of Regents is the coordinating body for higher education in the 

state. Created in 1963 by the General Assembly, the 11-member public board has a 
direct, non-governing relationship with all of Ohio’s colleges and universities.  
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Editor's Note: Copies of the six previous editions of the Regents Performance Report are available on 
the Board of Regents website at: http://regents.ohio.gov/perfrpt/index.php . 


