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FALL ENROLLMENT INCREASES 1.8% OVER LAST YEAR 
FOR OHIO’S PUBLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

COLUMBUS, Ohio – Ohio’s public colleges and universities reported a total headcount 
enrollment of 457,281 students this fall, an increase of 8,168 additional students (1.8 
percent) over last fall, the Ohio Board of Regents reported today. 

This year marks the sixth consecutive year that enrollment has increased at Ohio’s 
public colleges and universities. A final Fall 2003 headcount, completed next spring, 
could show a total enrollment that is the highest in Ohio’s history, according to 
records at the agency. The current record year for final fall headcount is 2002, with 
462,491 students. 

The Ohio Board of Regents released its annual preliminary headcount enrollment 
report at the agency’s monthly meeting, being held this month at Baldwin-Wallace 
College in Berea, Ohio.  

Ohio’s public campuses have added a total of 38,637 additional students over the 
last three years – 14,597 in Fall 2001 (3.7 percent), 15,872 in Fall 2002 (3.5 percent) 
and 8,168 this fall. This three-year increase represents the equivalent of adding the 
enrollment of more than two Bowling Green State Universities (18,773) to the public 
campuses. Of the 8,168 new students this fall, the largest increases occurred in the 
two-year sector of community and technical colleges. This is partly due to the fact that 
enrollments are capped at five four-year universities – Ohio State, Bowling Green, 
Miami, Kent State and Ohio University. 

“We are pleased that Ohio’s colleges and universities have continued to enroll and 
educate nearly 40,000 additional students, even at a time when the state has provided 
no support to colleges and universities for these additional students,” said Chancellor 
Roderick G.W. Chu. “Higher education continues to provide Ohioans with the tools 
necessary for success in the 21st century knowledge economy.” 

University main campuses added 1,309 students (0.5 percent) over last fall and 
university branch campuses added 1,547 students (3.7 percent). Community college 
campuses added 4,684 students (3.6 percent), while technical colleges added 628 
students (2.5 percent).  
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The Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Ohio earlier this week 
reported a 2.8 percent increase over last fall for private college and university 
enrollments. 

The Ohio Board of Regents is the coordinating body for higher education in the 
state. Created in 1963 by the General Assembly, the 11-member public board has a 
direct, non-governing relationship with all of Ohio’s colleges and universities.  

### 
 
 
Editor’s Note: A spreadsheet of data on Preliminary Headcounts at Ohio Public Colleges and Universities, Fall 2002 
and 2003 is attached. 
Preliminary headcount data usually are lower than final headcounts, which are provided to the Ohio Board of 
Regents’ Higher Education Information division after campuses have had more time to review and clarify their data. 
For example, some students may be registered but not officially in the system – and that won’t be discovered many 
times until the end of the term. 
Headcount enrollments are not necessarily reliable predictors of changes in full-time equivalency enrollments. For a 
variety of reasons, students may take more or fewer credit hours, and the count of full-time equivalent students is 
based upon the number of credit hours students take. 
 

http://www.regents.state.oh.us/mainpages/PH%20Final.pdf
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