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MEMORANDUM

From:  
Harold Horton, Director HEI, Ohio Board of Regents
To:  
Non-Credit Consultation Attendees/OCHEA Conference Attendees
Copy: 
HEI  Liaisons
Re:  
Non-Credit Reporting

On March 12, 2004, staff members of the Ohio Board of Regents met with over fifty campus representatives of the Ohio Continuing Higher Education Association (OCHEA) to discuss the pilot process of collecting information on non-credit instruction in the state of Ohio via the Higher Education Information System (HEI).  An overview of the history of non-credit instruction data collection efforts was presented along with an overview of the HEI System. 

During the meeting, the Non-Credit Course Section (NC) and Non-Credit Student Enrollment (NE) files were presented to OCHEA members.  The files presented incorporated the changes discussed at the Non-Credit Consultation held in Columbus on February 6, 2004.  The pilot time frame was also presented to OCHEA members.  For your reference, the time frame is listed below:
(FY 04) April/May 2004 – June 2004 
Pilot Group submits all non-credit data to HEI for testing

(FY 05) July 2004 – June 2005  
All campuses may send all non-credit data to HEI for testing

(FY 06) July 1, 2005 
All campuses receiving Jobs Challenge funds begin reporting FY 06 non-credit data (collected between July 1, 2005 – June 30, 2006). Data beyond Jobs Challenge is encouraged but optional.

Members of OCHEA expressed interest in becoming members of the pilot group during the conference.  OBR and OCHEA representatives stressed that the collection of non-credit data will allow the State of Ohio to have a better understanding of non-credit education in Ohio that could lead to more recognition or even funding in the future.  
Several conference attendees also asked if it would be possible to link non-credit enrollment with enrollments in credit instruction.  OBR representatives stated that this type of linkage would be possible if unit records were submitted by institutions about its students.  OCHEA members state that these data could be used to prove the usefulness of the non-credit divisions as entryways into credit instructional programs.

