
 

 

UNIT-RECORD FINANCIAL AID DATA COLLECTION 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
How frequently will this file be submitted? 
Annually.  However institutions will be able to submit up to 99 files during the edit 
window.   
 
In the pilot, we reported campus type.  Why is this no longer needed? 
We will be matching the student with the enrollment information reported by your 
institution’s enrollment data reporter. 
 
If a student has multiple awards that have the same funding source, funding type, and 
program type, is it necessary to sum the amounts for these awards? 
No, you can either report these as separate records or as one record with aggregated 
amounts. 
  
How should Federal Unsubsidized Loans be reported since they are neither need-based 
nor merit-based? 
Report them with the funding type “Other”. 
 
Which funding type should be used for athletic awards that also have a need 
component? 
For awards that have multiple criteria for eligibility, with one of them being need, 
consider need as the primary factor.  Thus, they would be reported with a funding type 
of “Need-based”. 
 
Which funding type should be used for Bureau of Indian Affairs grants? 
Need-based. 
 
Is residency reported for the aggregate year or on a term-basis? 
Report residency by term. 
 
How is Federal Work Study reported? 
Report the portion of the complete academic year award that is prorated for the term. 
 
What is the funding source for Perkins Loans? 
FD – Federal Programs 
 
Are Merit-based funding types for academic scholarships only? 
No.  Merit is defined more broadly and includes awards based upon talent. 
 
Why are we reporting OBR-awarded data? 
OBR is unable to determine the amounts for students based upon the 15th day 
capture date. 
 
How do we classify loans that have a forgiveness provision? 
The determination is based upon the status at the time the award was made.  Loans 
with forgiveness provisions are to be reported as loans. 



 

 

 
How do we classify grants that may require repayment if certain conditions are not met? 
The determination is based upon the status at the time the award was made.  Grants 
that require repayment if certain conditions are not met are reported as grants. 
 
Should third party contracts be included?  What about VA benefits? 
If you have data on the third party contracts, you should include it. The Source should 
be reported as "Other."  VA benefits, if you have the data, should be Source = Federal 
and Type = Other. Does the school always know if a student is receiving veteran’s 
educational benefits? 
 
Should PSEO students be included in these files? 
No. 
 
We should count late awards if it is practical to do so. Do you have some examples of 
awards that might be made late in the term? 
Work study might be a special case. We haven't really thought through how we report 
a case where a student was eligible for work-study up to a certain amount, but chose 
not to work. What do you think about this one? 
 
What is the definition of "received" for financial aid?  Does this mean aid that was 
awarded or aid that was used? If awarded, but not used, does it count? And is it only 
aid received as of the 15th day of the term?  Sometimes financial aid at Lakeland isn't 
distributed/awarded until later into the term or even after the term is over. 
In most cases, it should be aid that was awarded. I think that a common case would 
be a student who starts the term as a full-time student, and has aid awards that are 
tied to her full-time status. If that student drops down to part-time (after the census 
date) some grants might not get used. But we want the full initial award amounts that 
correspond to their initial credit load (as reflected in the course enrollment data 
submitted to HEI). 
 
What is the reporting date for each term? Is it the 15th day only with no connection to 
the status of accounts 30 days after the term?  Since our summer has three sessions 
with three census dates, which should we use?  
As much as possible, the tuition and financial aid data should correspond to the 
enrollment data reported in HEI. There are all kinds of adjustments made in the case 
of late course drops or withdrawals, but the data in this file will not reflect those. 
 I think we need to have a conversation about your summer school case. 
 
Do we send a separate file for each campus?  Also, there is no information on what the 
header record is going to look like – is that ready yet 
One file per institution. No separate campus reporting.  The header record for this file 
is the same format as all other files that are submitted to HEI. 
 
What are the terms that you want for this first submission?   
Summer 2007, Fall 2007, Winter 2008, Spring 2008. 



 

 

 
Are we only to submit information on FAFSA filers?  We do have students who receive 
merit/university scholarships that don’t file FAFSA? 
Don't restrict it to just FAFSA filers. The financial aid file should contain records for 
every student who receives any kind of aid. If Miami still has that old tuition policy 
(everybody starts with $20,000 tuition), then all the in-state students will have a 
grant. 
 
SEOG funds – 75% is from feds, 25% from institution – do we separate the $ amounts or 
put the entire amount in to Federal Program – Other? 
This question hasn't come up. I hesitate to give an answer without doing some 
consulting. I guess it is more accurate to split the amount. Is it difficult to do that? 
 
Do ACG and SMART go under Pell?  
We should match the IPEDS guidelines. We are doing the Pell/Other separation to be 
in line with the new IPEDS financial aid surveys. I will investigate.  From what the 
Feds say on their financial aid website, they view Pell and the SMART/ACG grants as 
separate programs. It seems like SMART and ACG should go in our "Other Federal" 
category. 
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/NewPrograms.jsp 
 
 
We are also under the assumption that it is only the students who are on the SN file for 
a given term – it is possible that a student may not show up on the SN file but will have 
financial aid distributed? 
You are right. Students reported in the tuition and financial aid files ought to have an 
SN record. We do not need to report aid recipients who are not reported as enrolled 
students. 
 
 
 
 


