OHIO BOARD OF REGENTS

Agenda Item 3.11 Wright State University, Ph.D. in Engineering

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Dayton Area Graduate Studies Institute (DAGSI) was
created to facilitate regional collaboration in graduate engineering education
among Wright State University, the University of Dayton, and the Air Force
Institute of Technology; and

WHEREAS, Ohio State University and the University of Cincinnati have
subsequently joined the DAGSI collaboration in order to provide access to their
extensive educational resources in graduate engineering within the Dayton-
Miami Valley region; and

WHEREAS, the collaboration of these five institutions with their
nationally/internationally visible engineering research programs has
established a unique foundation for a strong collaborative doctoral program in
engineering; and

WHEREAS, on September 13, 1996 the Ohio Board of Regents granted
provisional approval for an interdisciplinary Ph.D. degree program in
Engineering for Wright State University, offered in collaboration with the Air
Force Institute of Technology, the University of Dayton, the University of
Cincinnati, and Ohio State University; and

WHEREAS, the degree authorization of September 13, 1996 was granted
on a provisional basis subject to a comprehensive five-year review of the quality
and effectiveness of the program to be completed no later than September 30,
2001; and

WHEREAS, the institution has demonstrated appropriate compliance
with the requirements related to program quality and effectiveness referenced in
the Board resolution approved on September 13, 1996 and, further, seeks final
degree authority;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED: upon the recommendation of the Chancellor and with
the concurrence of the Regents’ Advisory Committee on Graduate Study as well
as the Initiatives Committee of the Ohio Board of Regents that the following
program is hereby granted final degree authorization:

Wright State University
Doctor of Philosophy in Engineering



BACKGROUND

WRIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY
Final Approval of the Ph.D. in Engineering

Wright State University seeks final approval for its interdisciplinary Ph.D.
degree program in Engineering.

The original proposal for this doctoral program, which was presented to the
Regents on May 22, 1992, included the results of several studies showing that,
within the Dayton community, the absence of advanced degree programs in
science and technology presented a serious impediment to the expansion of
regional economic activity. Following up on the standard review of a new
graduate degree program proposal, the interdisciplinary Ph.D. program
proposal received the majority support of RACGS on May 7, 1993; however, the
simultaneous initiation of the statewide doctoral program review process forced
a delay in the initial approval of this program by the Ohio Board of Regents.

Concurrently, the Air Force Institute of Technology, the University of Dayton,
and Wright State University worked with Regents’ staff to develop a formal
graduate education collaboration called the Dayton Area Graduate Studies
Institute (DAGSI). Ohio State University and the University of Cincinnati
subsequently became collaborating partners in the DAGSI consortium for the
purpose of lending academic strength to the Wright State University
interdisciplinary Ph.D. degree program in Engineering. The official Regents’
approval of DAGSI occurred on September 12, 1994 with the creation of a
targeted graduate scholarship program, called the DAGSI Scholarship Program,
as well as a collaborative research support program, both of which are funded
through line item appropriations in the State’s operating budget. On
September 13, 1996 the program received provisional approval from the Ohio
Board of Regents through September 30, 2001 with the understanding that
there would be a thorough outcomes assessment at the end of five years.

The first DAGSI graduate scholarships were awarded in the fall of 1995, the
first Ph.D. students were admitted in the fall of 1997, and the first Ph.D. degree
in Engineering was conferred in December of 1999. A total of six students now
have received the Ph.D. in Engineering degree at Wright State University.

During the 2000-2001 academic year a review committee consisting of faculty
and administrators both within and outside of the College of Engineering and
Computer Science compiled an extensive set of program data in a self-study
with the following areas of focus: 1.) student quality measures; 2.) Ph.D.
graduates; 3.) satisfaction metrics; 4.) faculty quality measures; and 5.)
conclusions and recommendations. To assist in the five-year program review
process the faculty review committee and the dean of the college engaged two
external reviewers who are engineering faculty members, one from The
University of Texas at Austin, and one from the Georgia Institute of Technology.

The Regents’ Advisory Committee on Graduate Study has reviewed extensive
written documentation provided by Wright State University on this five-year



program review as well as the report of the two external consultants. The
University sent its program representatives to the September 28, 2001 meeting
of the Regents’ Advisory Committee on Graduate Study to present a synopsis of
the progress it has made in developing the interdisciplinary Ph.D. degree
program in Engineering as well as to respond to questions. After a detailed
presentation by representatives of the University’'s College of Engineering and
Computer Science and its central administration, that was followed by
guestions from individual campus representatives, the Regents’ Advisory
Committee on Graduate Study voted with unanimous assent to recommend
final approval of the interdisciplinary Doctor of Philosophy degree program in
Engineering at Wright State University.



