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Minutes 
OHIO BOARD OF REGENTS 

March 21, 2006 
 
 

The public board meeting was called to order by the Chair, Edmund J. 
Adams. 
 
 The roll was called by Regent Bruce R. Beeghly.  Those present were: 
     
  Edmund J. Adams  James F. Patterson 
  Donna M. Alvarado  Walter A. Reiling, Jr.  
  Bruce R. Beeghly  James M. Tuschman 
  Jeanette G. Brown  

 
Regent Beeghly stated “the record reflects that notice of this meeting was 

given in accordance with provisions of the Board of Regents’  Ohio 
Administrative  Code § 3333-1-14, which rule was adopted in accordance with 
section 121.22(F) of the Ohio Revised Code.” 
 
 
I. TIFFIN UNIVERSITY 
 

Vice Chancellor Kris Frost presented a request by Tiffin University to 
appropriate property through eminent domain pursuant to the requirements of 
§3333.08 of the Revised Code. Vice Chancellor Frost stated that as requested at 
the March 9, 2006 meeting, she reevaluated the board’s responsibilities under 
§3333.08 and the information submitted by Tiffin University on February 17 
and March 1, 2006. She advised that Tiffin University met the statutory 
requirements and the board, following the charge of the statute, may 
appropriately approve Tiffin’s request. Tiffin University since submitted 
additional materials as requested by Regent Beeghly and the information was 
shared with Board members. 
 

Regent Alvarado moved to adopt a resolution supporting Tiffin’s request. 
Regent Brown seconded the motion and discussion followed. Regent Alvarado 
thanked Vice Chancellor Frost for providing an additional analysis. Regent 
Tuschman asked the three representatives from Tiffin University, Michael 
Grandillo, Vice President for Development and Pubic Affairs, Attorney Martin 
Coup, and Attorney Derek DeVine, introduce themselves. He reminded the 
board that he would abstain from the vote. The Tiffin representatives thanked 
the board for the special meeting. Regent Adams explained that he appreciated 
their understanding and patience but the board felt that more material and 
information was needed before they could approve this request. 
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Roll call taken for the vote by Regent Bruce R. Beeghly.  It was then 

noted by Regent Beeghly that Regent Houston had joined the meeting.  
 

Those voting in favor were: 
     
   Edmund J. Adams  Anthony D. Houston 
   Donna M. Alvarado  James F. Patterson 
   Bruce R. Beeghly  Walter A. Reiling, Jr. 
   Jeanet te G. Brown    

  
Regent Tuschman abstained and the motion passed. 

 
II. CONSIDERATION OF PERSONNEL MATTERS  
 

2.2.1 Secretary Bruce Beeghly read Resolution 2.2.1 as follows: 
 

Resolution accepting the Resignation of Chancellor Roderick G. W. Chu 
 

WHEREAS, Chancellor Roderick G. W. Chu has served the Ohio Board of 
Regents with distinction for more than eight years, making his tenure the 
longest of any chancellor in the history of the Ohio Board of Regents; and 
 

WHEREAS, Chancellor Chu has submitted a letter to the Ohio Board of 
Regents requesting acceptance of his resignation as chancellor effective May 12, 
2006; and   
 

WHEREAS, Chancellor Chu is one of the finest strategic thinkers in 
higher education and his vision for Ohio’s system of higher education is well 
defined; and 

 
WHEREAS, Chancellor Chu’s dedication to improving higher education 

in Ohio has been tireless; and  
 
WHEREAS, Chancellor Chu assembled and retained a dedicated, capable 

and professional staff to assist him; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Board of Regents, under the leadership of 
Chancellor Chu, achieved outstanding accomplishments in numerous areas; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, many of those accomplishments centered on increasing 

Ohioans’ access to higher education by addressing affordability, academic 
preparation, aspiration, availability and attainability through creating the Ohio 
College Access Network, developing and implementing new student financial aid 
programs, and devising a system to enable students to transfer credit among 
Ohio’s public colleges and universities; and 

 
WHEREAS, other accomplishments focused on upgrading the skills of 

Ohio’s workforce by encouraging Ohio’s two-year campuses to meet employer 
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needs by “building a workforce to spec,” bringing undereducated adults back 
into the workforce, and expanding the idea of what higher education needs to 
develop in future workers to include knowledge and skills, attitudes and beliefs, 
and motivation and behavior; and 

 
WHEREAS, still other accomplishments fostered a strong foundation for 

Ohio’s economic future by raising awareness of the link between higher 
education and the state’s economy by advancing research, by creating a 
statewide high-speed fiber-optic network, forming the Ohio Learning Network to 
deliver online courses, completing the development of the Higher Education 
Information system, and his contributions to numerous statewide studies and 
commissions; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Board of Regents salutes Chancellor Chu’s vigorous 
service and complete dedication to improved educational opportunities for all 
Ohioans; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Board of Regents is pleased that Chancellor Chu 
will remain closely connected to Ohio’s higher education community by 
spearheading a special initiative at the Ralph Regula School of Computational 
Science; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Board of Regents appreciates Chancellor Chu’s 
commitment to effect a smooth transition out of the Chancellor’s 
responsibilities to the Interim Chancellor. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 

BE IT RESOLVED: The Ohio Board of Regents hereby accepts the 
Chancellor’s resignation, effective May 12, 2006.  
 

A motion was made by Regent Beeghly to approve Resolution 2.2.1. The 
motion was seconded by Regent Tuschman. The following comments were then 
made regarding Chancellor Chu and his resignation. 
 

Regent Beeghly – I’d like to say a few words about Rod’s eight years of 
commitment and service to the State of Ohio. He has delivered energy and 
devotion. Even though a feather may have been disrupted here and there the 
passion and commitment Rod Chu brought to the Chancellor’s position was 
exceptional. The state of Ohio, and all if its citizens, are better for Rod Chu’s 
service to this job. 
 

Regent Alvarado – In addition to my thanks to Rod as a Regent, I would 
like to thank Rod on behalf of all of the colleagues on the Governor’s Workforce 
Policy Board. Rod has displayed strong leadership as Chancellor in higher 
education and he has been a terrific representative on the Workforce Policy 
Board. As the resolution states, I don’t think I have ever worked with such a 
visionary person. I am delighted that he will serve our state at the Ralph Regula 
School and I know he will continue to make a strong mark for higher education 
in Ohio and nationally. Thank you Rod, we really appreciate your service. 
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Regent Brown – I would also like to thank Rod. I am the only sitting 

member of the search committee that helped to identify Rod Chu as the 
Chancellor of Ohio in 1998. We were looking for a person of vision with out-of-
the-box thinking and that is exactly what we got! These eight years have truly 
changed the course of higher education in the state of Ohio. Passion and total 
dedication to Ohio’s higher education system are without question the correct 
way to characterize Rod’s tenure. Rod, I believe you can look back with great 
satisfaction on your eight years of service to our state, your continued interest 
and input to our state will be highly appreciated. You served the mission that 
we gave you. 
 
 Chair Edmund Adams – I would like to add a couple of concluding 
remarks from my perspective. I will be quoting the things I said for the benefit 
of the press release. Chancellor Chu is one of the finest strategic thinkers in 
higher education. He served the Board of Regents admirably for more than eight 
years with energy, enthusiasm and dedication and I have no doubt he will take 
the same passion to his work with the Ralph Regula School of Computational 
Science.  
 

The Chancellor has given us a platform to continue to reach out to 
government and business to collaboratively fashion measures that would make 
higher education a driving force of economic revival in Ohio. A lot of what is 
happening today is contributed to his continued emphasis on higher education 
and the economy and are delighted that in his new role he will be able to 
continue the pursuit of that particular passion.  
 

Regent Adams asked if a signed resignation had been received. The 
resignation letter had been received and was sent out to the board on Monday, 
March 20, 2006. 
 

Regent Adams added that if there is no further request or comment that 
Secretary Beeghly call the roll. 
 

Roll call taken for the vote by Regent Bruce R. Beeghly.  Those voting in 
favor were: 
     
  Edmund J. Adams  Anthony D. Houston 
  Donna M. Alvarado  James F. Patterson 
  Bruce R. Beeghly  Walter A. Reiling, Jr. 
  Jeanette G. Brown  James M. Tuschman 
 
 The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

2.2.2 Secretary Bruce Beeghly read Resolution 2.2.2 as follows: 

  
Resolution appointing Garrison Walters, Ph.D. Interim Chancellor 
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WHEREAS, the Ohio Board of Regents requires the services of an Interim  
Chancellor as it prepares for and conducts a search to replace Chancellor 
Roderick G. W. Chu upon his resignation as chancellor effective May 12, 2006; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, Garrison Walters, Ph.D. has served with distinction as Vice 

Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Economic Advancement during the past 15 
years and has served with the Ohio Board of Regents for 20 years; and  
 

WHEREAS, Dr. Walters has led the creation and development of the 
Third Frontier Network, OhioLink, the Ohio Learning Network, the Ohio Plan 
and other major initiatives; and  
 

WHEREAS, Dr. Walters has been a tireless champion of the concept that 
higher education fuels the economy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chair of the Board of Regents has recommended Dr. 
Walters to serve as Interim Chancellor; and  

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Walters will work closely with Chancellor Chu in 

transitioning the duties of the chancellor’s position to Dr. Walters and such 
transition period shall be designated as March 21, 2006 through May 12, 2006; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, during such transition period Dr. Walters will increasingly 

assume the chancellor’s duties relieving Chancellor Chu of his day-to-day 
responsibilities and engagements to permit an orderly conclusion to his tenure 
as chancellor;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 

BE IT RESOLVED: The Ohio Board of Regents hereby appoints Garrison 
Walters, Ph.D. as Interim Chancellor of the Ohio Board of Regents, effective May 
12, 2006. 

 
 A motion was made by Regent Beeghly to approve Resolution 2.2.2. 
Regent Patterson seconded the motion. Regent Adams stated that the board is 
fortunate to have someone of the qualifications and experience of Garry Walters 
to serve in this capacity and can’t emphasize enough to him that the feeling was 
unanimous with respect to the board and the staff with consideration of this 
position and grateful for his willingness to do it and we are very fortunate to 
have him available to take on this task. 
 

Roll call taken for the vote by Regent Bruce R. Beeghly.  Those voting in 
favor were: 
     
  Edmund J. Adams  Anthony D. Houston 
  Donna M. Alvarado  James F. Patterson 
  Bruce R. Beeghly  Walter A. Reiling, Jr. 
  Jeanette G. Brown  James M. Tuschman 
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 The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
 OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting 
was adjourned at 10:45 AM. 
 
 The next meeting of the Ohio Board of Regents will be held on Thursday, 
April 20, 2006, at Bowling Green State University in Bowling Green, Ohio @ 
1:30 p.m. 
 
_________________________________ ___________________________________ 
         Chair         Secretary 
 
___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
  Date             Date 
 


