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The meeting of the Communications Committee was held at the North Central 
State College’s James W. Kehoe Center in Shelby, Ohio. In attendance were the 
following: 
 
 
Ohio Board of Regents members: 

Edmund Adams 
Donna Alvarado 
Tom Noe     
Ralph Schey 

 
Ohio Board of Regents staff:  
 Jamie Abel    Eric Almonte 
 Bret Crow    Kris Frost  
 Jane Fullerton   Deborah Gavlik    
 Tom Rudd    Leslie Sawyer 
 Janet Schilk    Yavonne Stertzer  
 Jonathan Tafel    Michael Taggart 
 Garry Walters    
 
Guests: 

 
Larry Christman, AICUO 
Laurie Day, The Ohio State University 
Charlotte Hatfield, Washington State Community College 
Earl Keese, James A. Rhodes State College 
David Maley, Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine 
John McGrath, Stark State College of Technology 
Cindy McQuade, IUC 
Terry Thomas, Ohio Association of Community Colleges 
Paul Unger, Owens Community College 

 
The meeting was called to order by Regent Adams. The minutes of the 
November 2002 Communications Committee meeting were held because the 
copies the committee members received were missing several pages. Review and 
approval will occur at the next meeting of the communications committee. 
 
Governmental Relations  
 
Associate Vice Chancellor Gavlik briefed the committee on the January edition 
of The Issue, a newsletter produced for legislators and other agenda leaders. 
The most recent issue is titled “Myths & Facts about Higher Education” and 
addresses myths of higher education with data from the Third Annual 



Performance Report for Ohio’s College and Universities. This edition includes 
four “myths” or common beliefs about higher education and attempts to dispel 
these myths with the data collected from Ohio’s public campuses.  Myth one, 
that most college classes have hundreds of students, is addressed in Chapter 8 
of the Performance Report. This chapter shows the average class size in fall of 
2001 was 18 for classes meeting as labs and 27 for classes meeting as lectures. 
Myth two concerns the price of tuition and fees of Ohio’s colleges and 
universities. Chapters 4 and 15 of the report provide tuition information as well 
as salary and employment outcomes showing the value of an investment in 
higher education.  The third myth, that too many students are unable to 
complete college in a timely manner, is covered in Chapter 13.  The last myth, 
that college is only necessary to complete a four-year degree, is dispelled with a 
graph from data in Chapter 10 of the Performance Report.  This graph shows 
several of the reasons why first year students attend two-year colleges. 
Regent Alvarado asked if the data provided in the Performance Report includes 
information from the private institutions. Mr. Larry Christman from the 
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities responded that although 
data is collected from private college and universities, it is collected and 
compiled in a different format.    
 
Ms. Gavlik briefed the committee on the January 13, 2003 Inaugural Address of 
Governor Bob Taft. In his address, Governor Taft announced the establishment 
of the Governor’s Commission on Higher Education and the Economy which will 
take a look at the quality and efficiency of the higher education system. Regent 
Adams expressed that this may be the best speech given by Governor Taft. 
 
Ms. Gavlik updated the committee on the 125th General Assembly.  The House 
majority leadership has not changed.  The new leader of the House minority 
caucus is Rep. Chris Redfern representing House District 80, covering an area 
along the northern border of Ohio. The key legislative issue is the budget. The 
General Assembly will most likely scrutinize the budget line item by line item 
due to current tough economic conditions. The House majority caucus met last 
week but announcements of committee appointments have not occurred. 
 
Ms. Gavlik briefed the committee on the reauthorization status and issues of 
the Higher Education Act and provided the committee with an Issue Brief for 
Congress covering the Act. Funding will expire after 2003. Four main categories 
are authorized under this act: student financial aid, services to help students 
complete high school and enter and succeed in postsecondary education, aid to 
institutions, and aid to improve K-12 teacher training at postsecondary 
institutions. The article raised several issues, including: access to 
postsecondary education, loans, the complication of the financial aid process, 
and non-need based aid. Congress also will look at fraud and abuse issues, 
which may include accounting practices at campuses. Regent Alvarado asked if 
the Regents should meet with the Ohio delegation to discuss reauthorization 
issues.  Regent Adams added that he did not recollect that happening in his 
tenure and thought it was a good suggestion.  Regent Noe commented that 
these interactions usually occur at an individual level.  Deborah Gavlik asked 



for the committee’s advice on how to best advocate for these federal programs.  
Larry Christman of the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities 
commented that different programs at the federal level affect different groups 
differently, therefore advocacy at the federal level is very complicated.  Regent 
Alvarado added that information about these complicated issues from the 
various associations would be helpful to the Board. 
 
Outreach 
 
Vice Chancellor Kris Frost updated the committee on the New Trustee Institute 
scheduled for February 10th and 11th. At dinner on February 10th, Larry 
Householder, Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives, will give the 
Keynote Speech. Governor Taft will speak at the lunch on February 11th. Other 
speakers include Tina Milano, OCAN, Glen Mayfield, CEO of a venture capital 
group, and James Jacobs, a national leader in workforce development. Three 
breakouts required by statute will follow lunch. Currently there are 58 
participants registered with a capacity for a maximum of 160.  Two sponsors, 
Bank One and Student Loan Funding, will provide donations to reduce 
expenses. Regent Noe commented that the New Trustee Institute is a great 
opportunity for the new trustees as well as Regents’ senior staff to speak with 
Governor Taft and Speaker Householder. 
Ms. Frost also introduced Bret Crow, Assistant Director of Communications. 
 
Vice Chancellor Garry Walters gave the committee an update on the Knowledge 
Economy Awareness initiative. A new approach involving the EnterpriseOhio 
Network has been implemented. Director Michael Taggart will lead this effort. 
Director Taggart briefed the committee on the new approach. Twenty eight 
campuses have volunteered to each give 10 awareness presentations and 
organize community leader forums. Fifteen Regents’ staff members will poll 
individual campuses weekly on presentations given and how they were received 
by audiences. Regent Alvarado asked about efforts to localize and tailor each 
presentation.  Mr. Taggart replied that the use of county information and 
cooperation with workforce policy boards in the target area will give each 
presentation a local flavor.  
 
Mr. Walters briefed the committee on Compact 2010.  Compact 2010, a strategy 
developed by the Higher Education Funding Commission, is based on a long 
term higher education plan (looking ahead to 2010), and will also examine the 
issues of efficiency and effectiveness in higher education delivery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communications 
 
Mr. Jamie Abel briefed the committee on the Ohio Higher Ed Update including 
the following topics: 

• Science curriculum 
• DeRolph decision 
• Affirmative action at the University of Michigan 
• Budget concerns 
• Ohio Tuition Trust Authority struggles concerning funds 

 
Mr. Abel updated the committee on the progress of the Regents’ bio update 
including the biographies, photos, and a brochure.  The Board of Regents web 
site now displays new photos and changes to leadership. 
 
Tom Rudd, Leslie Sawyer, and Eric Almonte, all of Regents’ staff, updated the 
committee on Access Outreach initiatives. Along with the Ohio College Access 
Network (OCAN), work continues on strategies of building access especially with 
students and parents and the use of technology to increase access.  The use of 
accumulated data will aid in the development of Access Pathway models which 
identify barriers to access to college. These access pathways will ultimately lead 
to economic benefits at the state level. OCAN consists of 27 centers across the 
state offering services to help many more students enter college.  Governor Taft 
has pledged to double the number of OCAN centers. Other states are making 
massive outreach efforts. This has led to the development of a student services 
portal, a one-stop-shop Internet tool similar to a search engine. The goal of this 
process is reaching and enabling children at a younger age to learn about 
higher education and the value of a college education. 
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